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Originating Academic Department: 
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programme 
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None 

 

Module Aims:  
 

 To develop a student’s critical understanding of the psychological concepts, theories 
and methods that are relevant to the study of lifelong human development, from a 
biological, cognitive and sociological perspective.  

 

 To increase the students’ understanding and critical thinking around changes 
associated with this development.   
 



 
 

 
Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 
1. Critically demonstrate an in-depth knowledge of the main theories, models and research 

areas of human life-span development from biological, cognitive and sociological 
perspectives (KS1)   

2. Critically engage in independent enquiry of specific aspects of human development (KS6, 
KS7) 

3.  Apply independent enquiry within the context of existing contemporary research (KS9) 
 

Key skills for employability 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills 
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy 
5. Information management skills 
6. Research skills 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills 
8. Career management skills 
9. Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self management) 
10. Numeracy 
 

 

 
Assessment:  
 

1. A 2000 word essay e.g. the impact on development of the social context 
 

2. A practical report, for example collecting data on Piaget’s cognitive development 
theory. 

 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

1,2, Essay 50%  2000 

2 
 

3 Report 50%  2000 

 
 



Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

This module will be delivered using a series of 12 lectures (each 2 hrs) and 12 practical classes 
(each 2 hrs) where formative learning will be directed in a group for at least 9 of these practical 
classes. The remaining 3 practical classes will include subject delivery in three specialised 
areas from guest speakers.  
 
 

Syllabus outline: 

 What is Developmental Psychology? 

 Theories and debates in developmental psychology e.g. nature-nurture; 

 Lifespan development from biological, cognitive and social theoretical perspectives:  
0-2 years, 3-6 years, 7-11 years, adolescence, early adulthood, middle adulthood, 
ageing; 

 Learning needs and disabilities; 

 Death and dying. 
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